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WYCOMBE  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Public  Health  Department, 
28,  High  Street, 
High  Wycombe. 

October,  1957* 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of 
the  Wycombe  Rural  District  Council. 

Mr  Chairman,  My  Lord,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  report  for  the  year 

1956. 

The  birth  rate  per  thousand  population  rose  from  15.9 
in  1955  to  17.1  in  1956,  the  actual  increase  in  live  births 
being  62.  The  death  rate  also  rose,  being  10.0  in  1956  and 
9.4  in  1955 9 31  more  deaths  occurring  than  during  the 
previous  year.  Only  12  deaths  were  of  children  under  the 
age  of  one  year.  This  results  in  an  infantile  mortality 
rate  per  thousand  live  births  of  16.1  - a figure  which 
compares  favourably  with  both  the  national  rate  of  23*8 
and  the  local  rate  for  1955  (29.3)  <> 

The  commonest  causes  of  death  were  again  the  diseases 
of  the  heart  and  circulation  but  cancer  with  79  deaths 
reaped  its  heaviest  harvest  of  this  decade.  No  fewer  than 
18  of  these  deaths  were  due  to  lung  cancer.  During  1956 
much  attention  was  focussed  on  cigarette  smoking  as  a 
possible  cause  of  cancer  and  considerable  statistical 
evidence  has  been  adduced  to  support  this  theory.  Whether 
this  evidence  will  be  sufficient  to  influence  the  smoking 
habits  of  confirmed  smokers  is  doubtful.  But  these  facts 
should  be  presented  in  an  understandable  form  to  young 
persons  who  have  not  yet  started  to  smoke. 
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Of  the  notifiable  infectious  diseases  only  tubercu- 
losis merits  comment <>  The  number  of  new  cases  notified 
rose  from  8 to  25,  This  apparently  alarming  increase 
is  possibly  due  to  the  presence  of  a Mass  Miniature 
Radiography  Unit  in  the  district  during  the  year®  Such 
a unit  can  detect  cases  in  their  earliest  stage  and  so 
enable  treatment  to  be  begun  before  any  spread  to  other 
persons  can  ocurr, 

A noteworthy  feature  of  the  campaign  against 
infectious  disease  was  the  introduction  into  Britain 
of  vaccination  against  poliomyelitis*  Because  of  the 
limited  amount  of  material  available  the  vaccination 
was  confined  to  children  between  the  ages  of  2 and  9 
years,  although  it  is  hoped  to  widen  the  scope  of  the 
scheme  at  a later  dat©.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  in 
the  foreseeable  future  this  sinister  condition  with 
its  lifelong  attendant  disabilities  will  be  relegated 
to  the  class  of  clinical  rarities  such  as  diphtheria. 

Statistical  tables  are  given  is  the  body  of  the 
report  with  explanatory  passages  where  necessary. 

In  conclusion  I thank  Mr  Perry  and  his  assistants 
for  their  co-operation  and  indeed  all  who  have  assisted 
in  the  work  of  the  department  during  the  year  particu- 
larly Miss  Spencer  for  undertaking  the  clerical  work, 

A, Jo  MUIR 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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STATISTICS 


Afcs  in  scr*6s © oo©©©oooooo©©oooo 

Population  (1951  census) 

Registrar  General’s  Estimate  of 
No,  of  inhabited  houses  on  rate 
Rateable  Value  as  at  1st  April, 
Estimated  Product  of  Penny  Rate 


population 
book  (31st 

1956. 

1st  Aprils 


ooooooeoeo  • « o e 

oooooeoooo  © o © o 

mid-1956 

March,  1956)o 

©oooo  ©«oo*ooo© 
1956..0000000 


71,232 

39,352 

43,620 

14,071 

£504,495 

£2,037 


EXTRACT  FROM  THE  VITAL  STATISTICS 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1956. 

»’  BIRTHS. 


Male* 

Female, 

Total 

Live  Births 

Legitimate 

362 

360 

722 

Illegitimate 

13 

10 

23 

375 

370 

745 

Still  Births 

Legitimate 

5 

13 

18 

Illegitimate 

0 

0 

0 

5 

13 

18 

090000900000 


Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  Estimated  Population 
Comparability  Factor  - Birth  Rate. 

Adjusted  local  Birth  Rate......... 

Birth  Rate  of  England  and  Wales,., 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  births  live  and  still. 


© O O © © 


0000 


©CO© 


00000 


00  1 7« 1 

00  1 a 0 2 

. . 17o4 

. o 15o7 

..  23*6 
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DEATHS 


Number  of  Deaths 

Males 

Females 

221 

214 

Total 

435 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of 
Comparability  Factor.... 

the  Estimated  Population. 

o««o»oooooooooooooooooooo 

10.0 

1.01 

Ad  Jus  ced  Locsil  D ss  t li  fist  t6o»«*0«oo»o«e9»«oooo««o««  1 0 # 1 
Death  Rate  of  England  and  Wales ..................  11.7 

Tuberculosis  Death  Rate*  Wycombe  Rural  District..  0.09 

Tuberculosis  Death  Rate,  Total  County............  0.08 


INFANT  MORTALITY. 


12  infants  died  under  the  age  of  one  year. 


Legitimate. ................ 

Illegi ti ma  te..®.©©.®....... 


Male. 

Female. 

Total 

6 

4 

10 

2 

0 

2 

Totals. 


0900000000 


oeoooooooo 


8 4 12 


This  represents  a mortality  rate  of  1 6 . 1 per  1,000 
related  births,  compared  with  23.8  as  a general  figure 
for  England  and  Wales. 


Neo-natal  mortality  rate  - 12.1,  compared  with  a 

county  rate  of  13*2 

MATERNAL  DEATHS. 

(a)  From  puerperal  sepsis......  0 

(b)  From  other  maternal  causes.  1 
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TABLE  OF  DEATHS. 


1. 

DISEASE. 

Tuberculosis , respiratory. ....... 

0 0 

MALES. 

4 

FEMALES. 

0 

TOTAL 

4 

2. 

Tuberculosis , other  ............. 

0 0 

0 

0 

0 

3o 

Syphilitic  diseases ............. . 

0 

1 

1 

4. 

Diphtheria ...... ....... .......... 

• 0 

0 

0 

0 

5. 

Whooping  Gough. 

9 0 

0 

0 

0 

6o 

Meningococcal  Infections. ........ 

0 

0 

0 

7. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  

0 

0 

0 

8. 

Ms&sl.  6 S « O © O © © • O O O O O OOO  O O ooo  O O © • 9 • 

0 0 

0 

0 

0 

9. 

Other  infectious  diseases........ 

0 

0 

0 

10. 

Cancer,  stomach 

4 

8 

12 

11 . 

Cancer,  lungs 

16 

2 

18 

12. 

Cancer , breast . .................. 

0 

2 

2 

13. 

CfinCSP  ^ U t 6P1]S  o o o o • ©oooooooooooo® 

0 0 

0 

4 

4 

14. 

Other  cancers 

26 

17 

43 

15. 

Leukaemia , aleukaemia ............ 

1 

4 

5 

16. 

D I8.O8L6S0  O OO  0 9 009  O 0 • O OOO  OO  0 OO  OO  00 

0 0 

1 

1 

2 

17. 

Vascular  lesions,  nervous  system. 

0 0 

21 

44 

65 

18. 

Coronary  disease,  angina......... 

0 0 

39 

21 

60 

1 9. 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease.. 

0 0 

3 

6 

9 

20. 

Other  heart  diseases............. 

0 0 

17 

31 

48 

21  . 

Other  circulatory  diseases....... 

0 9 

10 

17 

27 

22. 

2 

2 

4 

23. 

P H CU  ITl  0 X 9.  o*o«ooee«o  oooooooooooooo 

9 0 

9 

11 

20 

24. 

X*  0 0 0 lx  l^liDoooooo*  OOOOOO  0000000000 

• 0 

20 

9 

29 

25. 

Other  respiratory  diseases....... 

0 0 

8 

1 

9 

26. 

Gastric  and  duodenal  ulcer....... 

0 0 

5 

4 

9 

27o 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea. 

1 

1 

2 

28. 

Nephritis,  nephrosis.... 

1 

2 

3 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  prosta te. ........ . 

0 0 

4 

0 

4 

0 

o 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion.. 

0 0 

0 

1 

1 
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TABLE  OF  DEATHS o (contd) 


DISEASE. 

MALES. 

FEMALES. 

TOTAL 

31.  Congenital  malformations............. 

0 

0 

0 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill -defined 

dl S • o o o O 

17 

20 

37 

33-  Motor  vehicle  accidents,,.,,. 

4 

1 

5 

34.  Other  accidents 

6 

3 

9 

2 

1 

3 

36.  Homicide  and  operations  of  war. 

0 

0 

0 

All  causes.. 

221 

214 

k35 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY. 


Rates  per  1 ,000  Total  (Live 

and’  'Stilly  Birds'. 


England  and  Wycombe  Rural 
Wales.  District. 

(a)  Maternal  causes,  excluding 

abortion 1 

(b)  Due  to  abortion 0 

(c)  Total  maternal  mortality...  0.56  1.31 
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CANCER  DEATHS. 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages);- 

Males „ o oo  o*o  oo  o*  o o 


Females **„..* » ...  * 33 

Total,  o . 79 

Yearly  comparison  of  cancer  deaths s- 

1 956.  0 . 0 0 0 79 

1955o 62 

1954°  ...oo 61 

1953 76 

1952 72 

1951.°°°.°°° 72 

The  following  organs  were  affected?- 

Stomach. 12 

Lungs. 18 

Breast 2 

Uterus ............  14- 

Other  Sites 43 


T 0 t a loooooeoooo...  7 9 

TUBERCULOSIS  DEATHS. 


Tuberculosis  Death  Rate  (all  cases) 0.09 

Total  Deaths  - Respiratory  Tuberculosis 4 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis  Death  Rate 0.09 

Total  Deaths  - Non-Respiratory  Tuberculosis.. 0 

Non-Respiratory  Tuberculosis  Death  Rate 0.00 


Total  Deaths  - Respiratory  (excluding  Tuberculosis) 58 

Respiratory  Death  Rate  (Excluding  Tuberculosis) 1.36 


POPULATIONS,  BIRTH  AND  MORTALITY  RATES  FOR  THE  YEAR  1956 
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IMMUNISATION  AGAINST  DIPHTHERIA. 

Immunisation  against  diphtheria  (and,  where  desirable 
whooping-cough),  is  carried  out  in  Schools  and  Infant  Welfare 
Centres  in  your  district,  the  arrangements  being  made  by  the 
County  Council.  It  is  also  possible  for  parents  to  arrange 
for  this  to  be  done  by  their  own  doctor.  Records  of 
immunisation  are  kept  at  the  County  Offices, 

During  the  year  1956  621  children  were  immunised  against 
diphtheria  and  562  against  whooping-cough,  820  children 
received  reinforcing  doses  against  diphtheria. 


VACCINATION  AGAINST  POLIOMYELITIS. 

During  the  year  a small  amount  of  vaccine  was  made 
available  to  Local  Health  Authorities  for  use  in  certain  age- 
groups:  viz  children  born  in  the  years  1947  - 1954  inclusive. 
In  this  area  (Wycombe  Borough,  Wycombe  Rural,  Amershara  Rural, 
Marlow  and  Chesham  Urban  Districts)  approximately  3*850 
children  were  registered  but  only  a very  small  proportion  were 
vaccinated  by  the  end  of  the  year. 


VACCINATION  AGAINST  TUBERCULOSIS. 

As  in  the  previous  year  vaccination  was  offered  to 
13  year  old  children  attending  both  private  and  Council 
schools.  After  a preliminary  tuberculin  test  the  negative 
reactors  were  vaccinated. 

The  proportion  of  acceptances  was  very  high  and  it  is 
hoped  that  this  procedure  will  have  some  effect  in  reducing 
the  incidence  of  the  disease  in  young  people. 
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VACCINATION  AGAINST  SMALLPOX, 

During  the  year  491  primary  vaccinations  and  64  re- 
vaccinations were  carried  out. 


HOSPITALS. 

The  available  hospitals  in  the  District  are  the  High 
Wycombe  War  Memorial  Hospital,  Booker  Hospital,  Amersham 
General  Hospital,  Maidenhead  Isolation  Hospital,  Canadian 
Red  Cross  Hospital,  Taplow;  Stoke  Mandeville  Hospital, 
Aylesbury  Isolation  Hospital,  Royal  Bucks  Hospital, 
Aylesbury;  The  Radcliffe  Infirmary,  Churchill  Hospital 
and  the  Slade  Hospital,  Oxford;  and  the  Battle  Hospital, 
Reading. 


AMBULANCE  SERVICES. 


The  ambulance  arrangements  pertinent  to  your  area,  are 
as  follows 

The  ambulance  station  situated  at  West  End  Street,  High 
Wycombe,  serves  the  major  portion  of  the  district. 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT  1948o 


Section  47 


No  formal  action 
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DETAILS  OF  WATER  SUEPLT. 


I am  indebted  to  your  Engineer  & Surveyor  for  the  following  table:- 


Parish 

Supplied  direct  by 
pipes  into  houses 

Supplied  by 
Standpipes . 

No.  of 
Houses . 

Estimated 

Population. 

No.  of 
Houses . 

'1 

Estimated 

Population. 

Bledlow-cum-Saunderton. . 

549 

1,814 

8 

30 

Bradenham ............... 

38 

126 

- 

- 

Chopping  Wycombe  Rural . . 

2,067 

6,837 

42 

146 

Ellesborough. . 

264 

873 

7 

23 

Pawley. 

55 

182 

5 

18 

Pingest 

550 

1,815 

22 

75 

Hambleden. 

409 

1,350 

16 

56 

Hampden,  Gt  & Lt. 

98 

324 

8 

26 

Hedsor • ooooooooooooooooo 

39 

130 

1 

3 

Hughenden. 

1,588 

5,171 

22 

79 

Ibstone ................. 

91 

501 

4 

13 

Kimble 9 Gt  & Lt ••ooooooo 

251 

828 

2 

7 

Lacey  Green ooooooooooooo 

367 

1,213 

11 

39 

Longwick-cum-Ilmer. ..... 

160 

529 

2 

7 

Marlow,  Gt 

450 

1,489 

28 

95 

Marlow,  Lt 

256 

845 

8 

27 

Medmenham 

118 

391 

7 

22 

Radnage 

159 

526 

3 

9 

Princes  Risborough 

1,732 

5,727 

4 

15 

Stokenchurch. 

770 

2,542 

8 

. 26 

Turville 

101 

334 

16 

53 

West  Wycombe  Rural 

552 

1,822 

14 

45 

Wooburn ooo*o®©oo©©oqooo© 

2,088 

6 9 860 

31 

97 

T0talS  • ••o*o©oooooo©*ooo 

12,752 

42,029 

269 

911 

CESSPOOL  EMPTYING  1956/57. 

also  indebted  to  your  Engineer  & Surveyor  for  the  following  figures: 


15 


s 


H 
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RAINFALL  195 6. 

I am  indebted  to  the  Director  of  the  Forest  Products  Research 
Laboratory,  Princes  Risborough,  for  the  following  particulars  of 
rainfall  recorded  during  1956. 

Rainfall  recorded  at  Princes  Risborough 

Station:  333  feet  above  sea  levelo 


Month 

Monthly 

Rain- 

fall. 

No.  of  days 
on  which  rain 

Largest  Rainfall 

1 6XX  Wj.  Ill  ov  1 

or  more 

measured. 

Date 

Amount 

J anuaiy 

3.79 

19 

30th 

0.65 

February. . . . 

0.38 

9 

6th 

0.07 

March . 

1.01 

10 

3rd 

0.32 

April o 

1.19 

9 

12th 

0.43 

May. .o.ooo.o 

0.38 

3 

24th 

0.19 

tX  UHC  009*0000 

1 .86 

15 

3rd 

0.30 

J uly 00000900 

2.69 

14 

8th 

0.91 

Au^us't  oo0o*c 

3.78 

22 

26th 

0.56 

September. . . 

2.27 

12 

1st 

0.59 

October. .... 

1.71 

14 

2nd 

0.73 

November. . . • 

0.70 

10 

8th 

0.18 

December. . . . 

3.61 

22 

13th 

0.87 

Totals .0.0.0 

23.37 

159 
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CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR'S  REPORT,  1956. 


Public  Health  Department, 
28,  High  Street, 
High  Wycombe. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of 
the  Wycombe  Rural  District  Council. 

Mr  Chairman,  My  Lord,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Herewith  I beg  to  submit  a Summary  of  the  work 
carried  out  by  the  Department  in  the  year  1956. 


I am 

Mr  Chairman,  My  Lord, 
Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
J.P.  PERRY 


Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 
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FOREWOOD. 

Immense  progress  has  been  made  during  the  past  fifty 
years  in  the  field  of  environmental  hygiene  due  in  large 
measure  to  the  pioneer  efforts  of  reformers  in  the  19th 
century. 

With  the  results  achieved  and  the  emphasis  in  recent 
years  on  the  personal  health  service  the  significance  of 
environmental  sanitation  in  the  protection  of  the  health 
and  comfort  of  man  is  apt  to  be  forgotten  and  undervalued. 
Complacency  is  unjustified  and  there  remains  a need  for  a 
sense  of  urgency  to  be  inculcated  into  the  contemporary 
approach  to  environmental  sanitation. 

Ensuring  that  everyone  in  the  country  is  adequately 
housed,  safeguarding  food  from  contamination,  eliminating 
atmospheric  pollution,  determining  the  adequacy  and  wholesome- 
ness of  water  sources,  preventing  defects  and  bad  conditions 
are  matters  which  emphasise  the  need  for  sustained  effort  in 
order  to  achieve  and  maintain  a satisfactory  environment. 
Developments  in  the  field  of  nuclear  physics  also  stress  the 
need  for  continued  vigilance  in  view  of  the  hazard  to  public 
health  which  may  be  involved  by  the  increasing  use  of  nuclear 
energy  and  radioactive  materials  in  civil  life. 

The  work  of  your  Public  Health  Inspectors  in  the  field 
of  environmental  hygiene  has  a varied  application  due  to  the 
diverse  character,  of  the  district. 

The  mixture  of  urban  and  rural  areas  is  well  evidenced, 
the  parishes  of  Chepping  Wycombe  Rural,  Hughenden,  Princes 
Risborough  and  Wooburn  containing  several  large  industrial 
concerns,  contrasting  sharply  with  Hambleden  valley  remote 
and  wooded,  Turville  with  its  background  of  hills  and 
windmill,  Fawley  overlooking  the  lovely  Buckinghamshire 
Thames,  Hampden  amidst  beautiful  woods  and  Ellesborough 
with  wooded  dells  and  green  slopes. 

Problems  attendant  to  these  urban  and  rural  communities 
in  relation  to  environmental  hygiene  have  claimed  the 
attention  of  your  officers,  their  work  being  far  reaching 
in  character  impinging  on  matters  relating  to  housing  condi- 
tions, water  supplies,  drainage,  clean  air,  the  hygiene  of 
premises  where  people  work,  fitness  of  the  food  they  eat  and 
abatement  of  statutory  nuisances. 
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Your  Councils  participation  in  this  field,  of  environ- 
mental hygiene  is  reflected  to  some  extent  in  the  report 
submitted  under  the  following  sections 


Section  ’A' 
Section  'B* 
Section  'c* 
Section  ’D* 
Section 
Section  *F* 
Section  'G* 

Section  *H* 


HOUSING 

WATER  SUPPLIES 

SANITATION 

PEST  INFESTATION  CONTROL 

SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD  SUPPLIES 

FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS 

ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION  AND 
SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 

MISCELLANEOUS 
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SECTION  9 A9 

HOUSING. 


Review  and  Present  Action,, 


Among  the  physical  necessities  of  life  to-day  housing 
occupies  a foremost  place. 

In  recognition  of  this  fact  the  Housing  Repairs  & Rents 
Act  1954  was  introduced  in  an  effort  to  secure  the  maintenance 
and  rescue  of  existing  houses  where  possible  and  their  demoli- 
tion and  replacement  where  necessary. 

In  the  latter  connection  it  is  interesting  to  record 
that  the  word  slum  appears  for  the  first  time  in  legislation 
in  1956o  It  is  a short  descriptive  word  now  widely  used  to 
denote  houses  which  can  no  longer  be  regarded  as  fit  for 
human  habitation  and  can  only  be  dealt  with  by  clearance. 

Slumdom  is  not  defined  in  the  Housing  Acts.  Many  dis- 
like the  word  slum  and  substitute  unfit,  obsolete  and  sub 
standard  in  relation  to  such  class  of  dwellings.  No  doubt 
there  is  some  validity  for  this  objection  as  slum  often 
envisages  back  alleys  with  children  unkempt  and  sun-starved, 
whereas  the  majority  of  unfit  houses  to-day  are  occupied  by 
decent  people,  hard  working  and  endeavouring  to  maintain  a 
good  standard  of  cleanliness  against  constant  structural 
breakdown . 

There  is  a danger  however  that  the  unfit  rural  house 
may  be  thought  of  in  terms  of  picturesque  dilapidation. 

The  extreme  disrepair  and  lack  of  sanitary  facilities  of 
many  rural  dwellings  are  apt  to  be  forgotten  and  ignored 
because  they  are  not  so  apparent  as  are  the  concentrated 
slum  conditions  of  towns  and  cities.  Both  require 
treating  the  one  no  more  lightly  than  the  other. 

Improvements  Grants. 

The  judicious  use  of  the  Improvement  Grant  provisions 
of  the  Housing  Act  1949,  as  amended  by  the  Housing  Repairs 
and  Rents  Act  1954  can  be  of  great  help  in  raising  the 
standard  of  existing  housing  accommodation. 
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Care  is  needed  however  in  order  to  ensure  that  the 
grants  are  not  being  absorbed  by  work  on  dwellings  not  in 
great  need.  In  time  no  doubt  many  local  authorities  will 
consider  their  annual  estimate  for  loan  charges  on  grants 
already  approved  to  be  too  large  to  allow  any  further 
grants  to  be  made0  The  opportunity  of  getting  large 
numbers  of  bad  houses  improved  and  repaired  will  then  be 
lost s>  if  money  has  been  spent  on  less  necessitous  cases. 

Many  applications  are  from  owner-occupiers  with 
respect  to  comparitively  sound  dwellings  which  are  only  in 
need  of  additional  facilities,.  Meanwhile  the  owners  of 
sub-standard  cottages  let  to  the  rural  community  are  slow 
to  apply  for  grants  for  various  reasons  which  include  the 
prohibitive  cost  of  repair  and  improvement  work  in  relation 
to  rent  recoverable*  irksome  conditions  attached  to  grants, 
owners  being  disinterested  in  securing  better  accommodation 
for  their  tenants,  in  other  cases  tenants  resisting 
improvement  work  in  order  to  avoid  rent  increases.  It  is 
to  be  remembered  in  this  connection  that  both  an  owner  and 
a tenant  of  a house  must  be  willing  partners  to  an  arrange- 
ment to  improve  a dwelling,. 


RentSo 

The  publication  "Houses  - The  Next  Step"  by  the 
Minister  of  Housing  & Local  Government  states  that  the 
proposals  for  rent  increases  conditional  upon  repairs, 

(which  later  formed  provisions  in  the  Housing  Repairs  and 
Rents  Act  1954)»  should  enable  millions  of  houses  to  be 
put  and  kept  in  good  repair.  As  far  as  rural  dwellings 
are  concerned  this  assessment  has  not  resulted. 

The  permitted  repairs  increase  with  the  overriding 
maximum  rents  in  the  gross  value  range  usually  encountered 
for  rural  cottages,  have  been  of  little  or  no  value  in 
improving  rural  housingo  The  comparitively  inferior  rateable 
values  of  houses  in  many  rural  areas  have  resulted  in  per- 
mitted increases  often  within  the  range  of  from  £6  to  £11+ 
per  annum.  Such  increases  have  not  been  of  sufficient 
inducement  for  an  owner  of  a sub-standard  dwelling  to  spend 
hundreds  of  pounds  in  order  to  make  it  fit  for  human 
habi tat  ion. 
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Certificates  of  Disrepair. 

The  principle  of  granting  certificates  to  the  tenants 
of  houses . which  are  in  a state  of  disrepair  so  as  to  enable 
them  to  withhold  that  part  of  the  rent  which  represents  a 
repairs  increase,  was  embodied  in  the  early  rent  restriction 
legislation  designed  to  deal  with  the  problems  arising  from 
the  1914/18  war® 

The  Act  of  1954  continued  the  safeguard  but  made  a 
major  alteration  in  the  scope  of  the  certificate,  so  that 
now  it  covers  not  only  defects  of  repair  but  also  defects  as 
to  suitability  for  occupation.. 

The  small  number  of  applications  received  for  certifi- 
cates of  disrepair  confirm  the  reluctance  of  owners  to 
commence  proceedings  designed  to  secure  rent  increases,  which 
might  ultimately  result  in  their  receiving  less  rent  than 
before  the  Act  of  1954  was  passed,  and,  being  called  upon  to 
carry  out  major  repair  to  dwellings. 


Standards. 

Ten  years  ago  the  Central  Housing  Advisory  Committee 
recommended  a standard  for  a satisfactory  house  which 
included  hot  water  supply,  bath,  internal  water  closet  and 
heating  facilities.  Unfortunately  their  advice  on  what 
constituted!  a fit  house  was  related  to  a much  lower  grade. 

This  lower  grade  has  become  the  model  for  the  new  statutory 
standard,  whilst  the  satisfactory  standard  has  been  utilised 
for  the  improvement  grant  standard. 

The  low  penal  standard  has  been  made  more  difficult  of 
application  by  the  introduction  of  the  phrase  "reasonably 
suitable  for  occupation."  Much  has  been  said  since  the 
standard  of  the  Act  of  1954  was  introduced  as  to  whether 
it  is  better  or  worse  than  the  general  guidance  of  the  Act 
of  1936o 

In  fact  neither  standard  indicates  a proper  realisation 
of  what  is  needed  for  the  present  day  family  in  order  to 
enable  them  to  live  a decent  happy  life. 

In  these  days  of  television,  refrigerators  and  washing 
machines  the  present  generation  will  never  be  content  with 
houses  which  merely  comply  with  the  statutory  standard  of 
fitness  and  lack  hot  water  supply,  bath,  internal  water  closet 
and  heating,  facilities  which  are  now  regarded  as  necessary 
for  a comfortable  and  healthy  existence. 
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Re-housing. 

Your  Council5 s objective  to  encourage  owners  to 
repair  their  houses  rather  than  to  demolish  is  often 
difficult  to  achieves,  as  prolonging  the  life  of 
obsolete  and  worn  out  houses  is  financially  unattrac- 
tive to  owners  having  regard  to  the  low  rents  and 
heavy  dilapidations. 

Before  making  a final  decision  regarding  the  demo- 
lition or  closure  of  an  unfit  house  your  Council  have 
given  each  case  very  careful  consideration,, 

The  associated  problems  arising  from  such  decisions 
include  the  provision  of  housing  accommodations,  re- 
housing displaced  families  accustomed  to  paying  low 
rents  to  higher  rented  Council  dwellings  and  disturbing 
aged  persons o 

The  provision  of  houses  is  encquraged  by  an  annual 
subsidy  made  available  to  local  authorities  of  £22.1s.0d. 
for  60  years  for  a house  built  to  replace  an  unfit  house. 


Conclusion. 

As  indicated  in  the  previous  annual  report  your 
Council  submitted  to  the  Minister  of  Housing  & Local 
Government  a programme  for  dealing  with  certain  unfit 
houses  within  a period  of  five  years,  electing  to  deal 
with  them  as  individual  unfit  houses  rather  than  adopting 
clearance  area  procedure,. 

Work  in  this  connection  has  steadily  progressed. 

A summary  of  the  action  taken  under  the  Housing  & Public 
Health  acts  is  recorded  herewith^- 

Inspections  under  the  Housing  Acts  1936/54. . 472 


Re-ins pe  0ui0nSoo©ooo»oo©ooo.o.oo©o©o..®©..®.......  330 

Inspections  under  the  Public  Health  Act  1936......  626 

Re-in  spec  tions 579 


Number  of  interviews  with  owners  with  respect  to 
repairs,  reconditioning,  future  user  of  houses...  769 
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HOUSING  STATISTICS. 


Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  years- 

(a)  Proceedings  coder  Section  9»  1C  & 1 6 of  the  Housing 

Act  1936s- 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  repairs, 

^ I *.  j j.  ormal  no t x c es  ^ . o o o o . o • o . o o o . o . » o o . o . . o « o 24 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 
formal  notices  were  served  requiring  repairs.  Nil 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered 

fit  sizer  service  of  notice.... 20 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Section  11,  12  & 13  of  the  Housing 

Act  1936:- 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  dealt  with  under 

Section  11  of  the  Housing  Act  1936  153 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 

which  demolition  orders  were  made.. 22 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  the  subject  of 
undertakings  not  to  use  for  human  habitation 

when  vacated. ...... .............. . 41 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  the  subject  of 

undertakings  to  repair......................  80 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  demolition  orders....... 12 

(6)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  repaired  as  a 

result  of  undertakings  given  by  owners......  42 

(c)  Proceedings  under  The  Housing  Repairs  & Rents  Act 

1954s- 

(l)  Number  of  applications  for  Certificates  of 

1 “3  ^ ci,  l --oo0'/0*.000c00000000000000000000**0«0  IT  i 1 

(d)  Proceedings  under  the  Public  Health  Act  1 936 2 — 

(1)  Houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  after 

the  service  of  informal/formal  notices.....  71 
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SECTION  * B 8 
WATER  SUPPLIES, 

The  network  of  mains  in  the  district  and  the  availa- 
bility of  wholesome  water  sufficient  for  drinking  and 
domestic  purposes  are  all  too  often  taken  for  granted. 

Twenty  years  ago  in  an  annual  report  submitted  to 
your  Council  it  was  stated  that  there  was  an  urgent  need 
of  proper  water  supplies  for  the  hilly  districts;  the 
serious  shortage  of  water  particularly  in  drought  periods 
resulting  in  the  carting  of  considerable  quantities  of 
water  which  could  only  satisfy  the  barest  of  needs  was 
commented  upon  and  the  observation  made  that  the  enforced 
frugal  use  of  water  doubtless  has  a general  lowering 
effect  on  the  health  of  the  community  and  adversely 
affects  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  district. 

Such  conditions  contrast  sharply  with  those  of  to-day. 

There  are  eomparitively  few  houses  which  are  not  now 
within  reach  of  public  water  mains.  Supplying  main  water 
to  hcuses  which  are  isolated  often  presents  a financial 
problem  which  may  be  solved  by  asking  householders  to 
make  a special  contribution  towards  the  cost  of  extending 
the  mains. 

Despite  the  network  of  mains  occupiers  of  certain 
houses  still  derive  their  water  from  wells,  rainwater  tanks 
and  springs  and  such  sources  require  frequent  checking  and 
sampling. 

During  the  year  under  review  68  samples  were  collected 
and  submitted  for  chemical/bacteriological  examination, 

29  were  reported  upon  as  not  conforming  to  a satisfactory 
standard  and  owners  were  accordingly  requested  to  provide 
wholesome  and  sufficient  water  supplies. 
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SECTION  'C* 

SANITATION. 


No  significant  change  has  occurred  in  connection 
with  constructional  work  on  main  drainage,  and  cesspool 
drainage  remains  the  predominant  form  of  drainage  in  the 
district. 

The  deficiencies  of  this  system  of  drainage  and  the 
dry  conservancy  system  have  been  enumerated  in  previous 
reports.  These  systems  give  rise  to  complaints  which 
have  claimed  the  attention  of  your  officers. 

The  need  for  main  drainage  becomes  more  acute  with 
the  development  taking  place  in  the  district.  Sewerage 
schemes  for  the  Wooburn  Valley  and  Hambleden  await 
implementation  and  schemes  are  being  prepared  for 
Stokenchurch,  Hughenden  Valley,  Pingest,  Turville, 
Ibstone  and  Lane  End. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  economic  policy  at 
national  level  may  retard  the  commencement  of  such 
schemes. 
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SECTION  *D9 

PEST  INFESTATION  CONTROL, 

p ss t control  to  be  effective  requires  planning, 
trained  personnel,  special  equipment  and  suitable 
materials.  Research  workers  are  providing  new  and 
more  effective  poison  materials  and  as  a result  there 
has  been  continued  progress  in  the  post  war  years  with 
respect  to  the  destruction  of  rats  and  mice. 

The  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act  1949, 
operable  by  local  authorities  is  an  important  instru- 
ment for  the  destruction  of  rodents.  The  work  of  a 
local  authority  in  this  connection  can  be  assisted 
very  considerably  by  the  public  giving  notice  to 
their  Councils  when  rats  are  living  on  or  resorting 
to  their  land.  By  law  the  responsibility  for  en- 
suring that  premises  are  free  of  vermin  rests  upon 
occupiers,  but  this  point  is  not  always  appreciated 
by  occupiers. 

Treatment  of  Sewers. 

In  accordance  with  the  recommendations  of  the 
Infestation  Control  Division  of  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture,  Fisheries  & Food,  treatment  of  sewers 
has  been  carried  out.  It  is  pleasing  to  record  that 
the  treatment  revealed  the  sewers  to  be  free  from 
infestation. 

Workable  Area  Committee . 

The  South  Bucks  and  East  Berks  Workable  Area 
Committee  of  which  your  Council  is  a constituent 
member  has  met  periodically  during  the  year.  These 
joint  discussions  with  the  several  neighbouring 
Local  Authorities  are  well  worthwhile. 
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Rodent  Control. 


It  is  pleasing  to  record  an  apparent  decrease  in 
the  degree  of  infestations  in  the  area.  The  utmost 
vigilance  is  necessary  however  in  order  to  maintain  and 
improve  upon  the  position. 

Your  Council’s  rodent  control  service  has  been 
consistently  applied  throughout  the  year.  As  a result 
of  survey  and  notification  by  occupiers  of  infested 
premises  extermination  of  rodents  has  been  carried  out 
at  dwelling  houses,  factory  premises,  food  premises, 
refuse  tips  etc. 

Details  relating  to  the  work  carried  out  during  the 
year  are  submitted  in  the  accompanying  table. 


TON  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT  1949. 
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SECTION  9E\ 


SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD  SUPPLIES. 

The  need  for  public  recognition  of  the  importance  of 
food  hygiene  is  strikingly  evident  when  consideration  is 
given  to  the  steady  increase  in  the  post  war  years  of 
cases  of  dysentery  from  7,688  in  1946  to  31,833  in  1954 
and  the  high  total  of  8,961  outbreaks  of  food  poisoning 
recorded  in  1955° 

The  prevention  and  control  of  dysentery  and  food 
poisoning  lies  in  the  hands  of  those  who  prepare  and 
handle  food.  Until  all  food  handlers  have  a basic  know- 
ledge of  the  causes  of  food  poisoning  and  the  methods 
necessary  to  prevent  it  these  outbreaks  will  continue. 
Personal  hygiene  is  of  paramount  importance  in  order  to 
combat  such  outbreaks.  Communal  meals  are  becoming  more 
common  and  the  habit  of  reheating  rneals  is  increasing. 

Rapid  cooking,  refrigeration  and  where  necessary  reheating 
of  foodstuffs  to  boiling  point  are  measures  which  commend 
themselves  as  desirable  safeguards. 

Education  must  play  an  ever  increasing  part  in  promul- 
gating healthy  environmental  conditions  generally.  Clean 
safe  food  depends  so  much  on  the  good  will  and  sense  of 
public  responsibility  of  both  trader  and  employee.  An 
informed  and  discriminating  public  can  also  accomplish 
much  towards  securing  satisfactory  standards. 

Cafes,  Restaurants  & Food  Shops. 

Whatever  the  values  of  education,  publicity  and 
propoganda  in  the  field  of  food  hygiene  routine  inspections 
of  food  premises  are  a foundation  of  public  health  control. 

Your  officers  have  been  engaged  in  this  important 
sphere  of  work,  encouraging  traders  where  necessary  to 
adopt  methods  which  will  result  in  improved  conditions  and 
practices  where  food  is  being  prepared,  stored  or  sold  for 
human  consumption.  Pood  traders  generally  have  their  prob- 
lems particularly  human  and  economic,  and  a real  under 
standing  of  them  is  of  great  importance  when  your  officers 
are  advising  on  the  application  of  the  new  Pood  Hygiene 
Regulations  which  have  been  in  operation  just  over  a year. 
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Criticism  of  the  new  regulations  has  been  made 
regarding  alleged  vague  terminology  and  lack  of  clear 
definition.  Expressions  such  as  "suitable  and 
sufficients,  "as  far  as  is  reasonably  necessary", 
"having  regard  to"  are  attacked  by  those  who  advo- 
cate clear  cut  specific  wording  which  cannot  be 
misi nterpreted. 

It  is  gratifying  to  note  that  the  new  regulations 
specifically  emphasise tha t it  is  the  duty  of  each 
individual  to  take  precautions  against  risk  of  contami 
nating  food.  This  places  responsibility  on  every 
member  of  the  staff  without  absolving  managements  from 
the  overriding  duty  of  adequate  supervision  to  ensure 
compliance  with  statutory  requirements. 

Other  commendable  features  of  the  regulations 
include  separation  of  facilities  for  washing  food  and 
equipment  and  those  for  personal  ablutions,  tempera- 
ture control  of  certain  foods,  improved  standards  for 
stalls  and  transport  and  handling  of  meat,  separate 
cloakrooms  and  locker  accommodation  for  food  handlers, 
prohibition  of  smoking  in  food  rooms,  obligation  to 
use  waterproofed  first  aid  dressings  when  necessary, 
while  the  duty  of  maintaining  premises  clear  of  insect 
pests  and  vermin  is  much  more  detailed  and  specific. 

It  may  be  concluded  that  the  new  legal  require- 
ments represent  an  advance  in  statutory  control  at  the 


same  time  they  are  still  not  fully  comprehensive. 

The  work  of  the  department  in  connection  with 
visits  to  cafes,  restaurants  and  food  shops  is  as 
follows 

Number  of  visits  to  food  premises 821+ 

Pood  rooms  redecorated. 39 

Pood  rooms  repaired  (floors,  walls,  ceilings, 

windows ) . . . 28 

Wash  basins  provided. 10 

New  sanitary  accommodation  provided... 5 

Provision  of  constant  hot  water  supply.............  6 

Rodent  infestation  dealt  with......................  21 

Additional  ventilation  provided 5 

Refuse  receptacles  provided............ 9 
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Sale  of  Ice-creamo 

Ice-cream  remains  a popular  commodity  and  sales 
continue  to  increase*  Eight  new  registrations  of  premises 
for  the  sale  of  ice-cream  have  been  approved  during  the 
year  under  review  and  the  number  of  registered  premises 
now  total  81 o 

In  nearly  all  cases  the  ice-cream  is  sold  in  a pre- 
packed condition*  Supervision  in  connection  with  the 
sale  of  this  commodity  has  been  exercised  by  inspection 
of  premises  and  sampling  of  ice-cream  for  bacteriological 
cleanliness*  Premises  generally  were  found  to  be  in  good 
condition  and  samples  conformed  to  satisfactory  standards. 

Milk* 

Only  milk  which  is  heat-treated  or  tuberculin  tested 
can  be  sold  within  your  Council’s  district  which  is  a 
'•Specified  Area”. 

Your  Council’s  duties  are  related  to  the  distribution 
of  milk  necessitating  registration  of  dairies  and  dairymen, 
issuing  supplementary  licences  for  the  sale  of  designated 
milk  and  helping  to  ensure  that  milk  may  be  consumed  by  the 
public  with  safety. 

Complaints  have  been  received  from  time  to  time  with 
regard  to  the  lack  of  cleanliness  of  milk  bottles.  The 
complaints  related  to  milk  which  was  bottled  outside  your 
Council’s  area.  Investigation  and  subsequent  action 
resulted  in  the  necessary  improvements  being  secured  and 
a cessation  of  complaints. 

Dairies  within  the  district  have  been  the  subject  of 
routine  inspections,  conditions  generally  being  of  a 
satisfactory  character. 

Infected  milk  has  again  claimed  attention.  As  the 
result  of  reports  received  in  connection  with  milk  infected 
with  disease  communicable  to  man 0 investigation  was  necessary 
in  9 cases*  Farms  were  visited  and  measures  taken  to  ensure 
that  the  milk  was  heat-treated  before  sale  for  human  consump- 
tion. 
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The  following  information  summarises  the  work 
relating  to  the  administration  of  the  legislation  dealing 


with  the  production  and  sale  of  milk;- 

Number  of  visits  to  dairy  premises.......... 118 

" " registered  dairies • 10 

New  dairy  premises  registered............... Nil 

Number  of  dealers  licences  issued  to  use  designation 

"Pasteurised" ............ . 22 

" " " " issued  to  use  designation 

"Tuberculin  Tested".......  20 


" supplementary  licences  issued  to  use  desig- 
nation "Pasteurised" 5 

" " licences  issued  to  use  desig- 

nation "Tuberculin  Tested"  7 

" licences  issued  to  use  designation 

"Sterilised" 6 

" cases  of  milk  infected  with  tubercle 

bacilli 1 

" " " " infected  with  brucella 8 

" milk  samples  taken  for  biological 

examination 6 


Meat  Inspection. 

In  1953  the  In terdepar tmen tal  •Committee  on  slaughter- 
houses was  appointed  to  propose  a plan  recommending  in 
what  localities  slaughterhouses  should  be  sited  in  England 
and  Wales. 

In  June  1954  before  the  Committee  had  completed  its 
investigation,  government  control  over  the  marketing  and 
slaughtering  of  home  produced  livestock  came  to  an  end. 
Owing  to  the  position  which  developed  after  de-control 
the  Committee  recommended  a fresh  approach  to  the  problem 
and  concluded  tfyat  it  was  no  longer  advisable  to  aim  at 
a moderate  concentration  of  slaughterhouses  by  central 
planning. 

As  a result  of  the  decontrol  of  meat  in  1954  your 
Council  licensed  five  private  slaughterhouses.  The 
licensing  of  these  premises  is  for  an  interim  period 
pending  the  implementation  of  the  government's  policy, 
(published  in  May  1956),  to  regulate  the  provision  of 
slaughterhouses  in  England  and  Wales. 
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This  policy  allows  for  a limited  period,  subject  to 
the  normal  town-planning  requirements  and  to  the  premises 
conforming  to  prescribed  statutory  standards  for  private 
traders  to  be  free  to  provide  slaughterhouses  of  the 
design  and  size  andin  the  places  that  best  suited  the 
needs  of  their  indivdual  businesses.  After  this  period 
a measure  of  control  will  be  reimposed. 

The  statutory  standard*  for  slaughterhouses  was  not 
prescribed  during  the  year  1956, 

It  is  pleasing  to  record  that  the  occupiers  of  the 
licensed  slaughterhouses  have  been  most  co-operative  in 
their  efforts  to  maintain  satisfactory  food  hygiene  stan- 
dards, in  relation  to  the  methods  employed  in  preparing 
the  carcases  and  maintenance  of  premises. 

The  Slaughter  of  Animals  Act  1933  to  1954  requiring 
the  stunning  of  animals  by  means  of  mechanically  operated 
instruments,  and  the  licensing  by  the  local  authority  of 
slaughtermen  together  with  other  rules  relating  to 
slaughterhouse  practices  have  claimed  the  attention  of 
your  officers.  These  enactments  have  generally  been 
well  observed. 

All  animals  killed  in  the  slaughterhouses  within 
your  Council's  area  have  been  examined  by  your  officers. 

The  amount  of  meat  condemned  has  again  been  com- 
paritively  small  in  quantity.  This  is  primary  due  to 
selective  buying  by  the  butchers  and  the  purchase  of 
animals  reared  locally  resulting  in  a minimum  of  trans- 
portation with  consequent  reduced  risk  of  bruising. 

Details  relating  to  the  animals  slaughtered  and 
inspected  are  set  forth  in  the  accompanying  table:- 
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MEAT. 

Carcases  inspected  and  condemned. 


Cattle 

Excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

Number  killed 

40? 

43 

183 

969 

1,135 

rM 

Number  inspected 

407 

43 

183 

969 

1,135 

- 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis  & 

Cysticerci : - 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

Part  carcase  or 
organ  condemned 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
disease  other 
than  tuberculosis 
and  cysticerci 

1 

4 

3 

110 

12 

2 

96 

121 

- 

6.4 

9.5 

1.6 

10.3 

10.9 

Tuberculosis  only:- 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

Part  carcase  or 
organ  condemned 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
tuberculosis 

11 

4 

- 

- 

6 

_ 

2a? 

8.7 

.53 

Cysticercosis ; - 

Peart  carcase  or 
organ  condemned 

Carcases 

refrigerated 

Generalised  and 
totally  condemned 

— 

- 

— 

- 

- 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

These  figures  represent  a total  carcase  weight  condemned  of  5 cwt. 
6l  lbs  and  weight  of  offal  14  cwt.  31  lbs. 
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SECTION  'P'. 


FACTORIES  AND  WORKPLACES. 

The  factory  premises  registered  with  your  Council 
number  178* 

Your  officers'  duties  in  relation  to  these  premises 
include  determining  the  sufficiency  of  means  of  escape  in 
case  of  fire9  wholesomeness  of  water  supplies,  sufficiency 
of  sanitary  accommodation  and  adequacy  of  drainage  systems* 

In  workplaces  where  mechanical  power  is  not  used  the 
duties  are  extended  and  relate  to  cleanliness  of  premises, 
overcrowding,  unreasonable  temperature,  inadequate  ventila- 
tion and  ineffective  drainage  of  floors* 

Employers  in  pursuance  of  the  provisions  of  the 
Factories  Act  1937  have  furnished  lists  of  homeworkers 
engaged  in  various  specified  trades*  The  work  of  these 
outworkers  is  connected  principally  with  wearing  apparel, 
lace  and  embroidery  work* 

The  following  tables  summarise  the  work  of  the 
department  in  administering  the  relevant  provisions  of 
the  Factories  Acts* 

1 » Inspections  Made  for  Provisions  as  to  Health. 


Premises 

Number 

on 

Register 

Inspec- 

tions 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(l)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,2 ,3A  & 6 
are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities .... 

14 

18 

2 

Nil 

(2)  Factories  not  in- 
cluded in  ( 1 ) in 
which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the 

Local  Authority 

168 

117 

12 

Nil 

(3)  Other  Premises  in 
which  Sec*  7 is  en- 
forced by  the  Local 
Authority  (ex„  out- 
workers premises) „ . * • 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Total «oocooooooooo*oo 

182 

135 

14 

Nil 
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2.  CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND. 


Number  of  cases  in 
which  defects  were  found 

Number 
of  cases 
in  which 
prosecu- 

Particulars 

Referred 

Found 

Reme 

died 

To  H.M. 
Inspec- 
tor. 

By  H.M. 
Inspec- 
tor. 

tions 

were 

institu- 

ted. 

Want  of  cleanliness 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Overcrowding 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Unreasonable  temperature.. 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Inadequate  ventilation.... 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Ineffective  drainage  of 

floors 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Sanitary  Conveniences : - 
( a)  Insufficient 

4 

4 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

defective 

7 

7 

Nil 

2 

Nil 

(c)  Not  separate  for 

sexes ........... 

1 

1 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

Other  offences  against  the 
Act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to 

Outwork) 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Totals • 

14 

14 

Nil 

3 

Nil 

Number  of  Certificates  issued  relating  to  the  provision 
of  suf  ficient  means  of  Fire  Escape 


4 
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OUTWORK. 

(Sections  110  and  111) . 


Nature  of  Work 

No.  of 
outwor- 
kers in 
August 
list 

required 
by  Sep. 
110  (l) 

(c) 

No.  of 
cases 

of  de- 
fault 
in 

seeding 
lists 
to  the 
Council . 

No.  of 
prosecu- 
tions 
for 

failure 
to  supply 
lists. 

No.  of 
instan- 
ces of 
work  in 
unwhole- 
some 

premises. 

Notices 

served 

Prose- 

cutions 

Wearing  apparel 
Making  etc ..... 

78 

a 

c*» 

Umbrellas,  etc. 

7 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Artificial 

Flowers 

6 

bo 

- 

- 

- 

Totals 

91 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Rap;  Flock. 

The  Rag  Flock  & Other  Materials  Act,  1951?  forbids  the  use 
of  filling  materials  to  which  the  Act  applies  for  such  purposes 
as  upholstery  and  the  stuffing  of  bedding,  toys  and  baby 
carriages  except  on  premises  registered  by  a local  authority. 

Standards  of  cleanliness  of  filling  materials  are  given 
by  Regulations  and  penalties  are  prescribed  for  using  unclean 
material • 

Accordingly  premises  have  been  visited,  records  checked 
and  samples  of  rag  flock  taken  where  deemed  necessary.  Generally 
the  filling  materials  were  found  to  be  marked  with  the  British 
Standards  Institution  mark  signifying  that  the  materials  comply 
with  the  prescribed  standard  of  cleanliness. 

The  number  of  registered  premises  total  19* 
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SECTION  1 Gr! 


ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION  AND  SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 


Nineteen-fifty-six  was  noteworthy  for  the  passing 
of  the  Clean  Air  Act.  This  undoubtedly  was  a long  over- 
due measure  of  considerable  social  importance. 

The  main  purposes  of  the  Act  are:- 

(a)  to  prohibit  the  emission  of  dark  smoke. 

(b)  to  prohibit  the  installation  of  new  industrial 

furnaces  unless  they  are  capable  so  far  as 
practicable  of  being  operated  without  emitting 
amoke. 

(c)  to  require  that  the  emission  of  grit  and  dust 
from  existing  industrial  furnaces  shall  be 
minimised,  and  that  new  industrial  furnaces 
burning  pulverised  or  substantial  quantities 
of  other  fuel  shall  be  provided  with  grit 
arresting  equipment  and 

(d)  to  empower  local  authorities,  subject  to 
confirmation  by  the  Minister  concerned  to 
declare  smoke  control  areas  in  which  the 
emission  of  smoke  from  chimneys  will 
constitute  an  offence. 

The  provisions  of  the  Acts  are  operable  in  stages 
the  main  provisions  taking  effect  in  1958. 

The  discharge  of  smoke  may  be  regarded  as  the  prob- 
lem of  towns  and  cities  and  hot  that  of  rural  areas. 

Such  complacency  is  unjustified  having  regard  to  the 
expansion  of  industry  and  the  rate  of  new  house  building. 
Resultant  development  may  well  bring  new  problems  in 
relation  to  the  emission  of  smoke  and  fumes.  Effective 
operation  of  the  new  Act  can  maintain  clean  air  in  rural 
districts  and  attain  clean  air  in  those  urban  areas 
suffering  from  varying  degrees  of  atmospheric  pollution. 

The  success  of  the  Act  will  not  depend  upon  prose- 
cutions and  penalties  but  upon  the  sincere  belief  of 
local  authorities  and  industry  and  the  general  public 
in  the  policy  of  clean  air  and  their  determination  to 
make  effective  such  policy. 
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In  our  country  the  estimated  damage  due  to  air 
pollution.,  dirt,  grime  and  grit  is  between  £100  million 
and  £150  million  every  year»  In  1954  four  days  of  smog 
resulted  in  casualties  numbering  between  3*500  and  4*000,, 
Again  in  1956  during  a smog  lasting  less  than  two  days, 
about  1 ,000  deaths  occurred.,  Air  pollution  remains  a 
serious  and  unmeasurable  threat  to  the  health  of 
millions  of  people  and  an  unnecessary  waste  of  millions 
of  pounds o 

Consideration  of  such  matters  serve  as  a pertinent 
reminder  of  the  importance  of  the  new  legislation  and  the 
need  for  its  implementation,. 


SECTION  ’G8 o 
MISCELLANEOUS. 


Moveable  Dwellings. 

Shortage  of  housing  accommodation,  limited  financial 
resources,  young  persons  wishing  to  marry  and  movement  of 
civilian  workers  and  servicemen  from  district  to  district 
are  factors  which  make  their  contribution  to  caravan 
occupation. 

In  general  the  caravan  is  regarded  as  a poor  sub- 
stitute for  the  conventional  home.  Net  floor  space 
approximates  to  90  square  feet  and  cubic  capacity  to  590 
cubic  feet.  This  space  has  to  be  used  for  eating  and 
sleeping,  perhaps  for  three  o&  four  persons  and  the  limi- 
tations attached  to  this  type  of  occupation  soon  reveal 
themselves . 

The  use  of  caravans  for  recreational  pursuit  pur- 
poses and  for  semi  permanent  housing  accommodation  have 
necessitated  your  Council  reconciling  these  needs  to 
housing  and  public  health  standards  and  protection  of 
existing  amenities.  Work  in  this  connection  is  related 


to  the  following  data:- 

Number  of  visits  for  inspection  of  sites  and 

dwellings.....  361 

Number  of  licences  issued. 61 


Caravans  removed  from  site  as  a result  of  Council’s 
intention  to  take  formal  action  for  contraventions  17 
Number  of  licences  refused. o..o..o..o..o.oooooooooo.  1 
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Registration  of  Dealers  in  Old  Metal  & Marine  Stores. 

Two  new  applications  were  approved  during  the  year 
under  review.  The  total  registrations  now  number  ten. 

The  National  Assistance  Actg  19 48.  Section  50. 

Under  Section  50  it  is  the  responsibity  of  a local 
authority  to  arrange  for  the  burial  or  cremation  of 
any  person  who  has  died  or  been  found  dead  in  this  area. 
The  duty  is  exercisable  only  where  it  appears  to  the 
Council  that  no  other  suitable  arrangements  have  been  or 
are  being  made. 

Your  Council  were  not  called  upon  to  arrange  for  the 
burial  of  any  persons  during  the  year  1956. 

Pet  Animals  Act  1951 q 

This  Act  regulates  the  sale  of  pet  animals  making 
provision  for  the  licensing  of  pet  animal  shops  and 
imposing  conditions  for  the  animals  to  be  accommodated 
and  cared  for  in  a satisfactory  manner. 

One  shop  was  licensed  during  the  year  under  review. 

The  Heating  Appliances  (Fireguards)  Regulations,  1953 • 

Your  Authority  are  empowered  to  administer  the 
provisions  of  these  regulations  designed  to  prevent  the 
sale  or  letting  of  certain  heating  appliances  not  fitted 
with  guards. 

It  has  been  found  that  new  articles  are  now  made  so 
as  to  comply  with  the  regulations. 

Licensing  of  Game  Dealers. 

Two  licences  authorising  dealers  to  buy  and  sell 
game  were  issued  during  the  year. 


Infectious  Diseases. 


Visits  have  been  made  in  connection  with  cases  of 
notifiable  infectious  diseases.  Relevant  information  with 
regard  to  the  history  of  the  cases  obtained  and  recorded, 
contacts  checked  and  disinfection  of  rooms  and  bedding 
carried  out.  Details  of  the  department’s  work  is  indicated 


below :- 

Number  of  visits  paid... 49 

Number  of  re-visits „ . 21 

Number  of  premises  disinfected  (tuberculosis) 28 

Number  of  premises  disinfected  (other  infectious 

diseases) 14 


CONCLUSION. 

Preparation  of  an  annual  report  enforces  a pause  in  the 
day  to  day  routine  business.  The  diversion  from  daily  matters 
is  of  inestimable  value  as  the  collation  of  data  for  a report 
brings  sharply  to  focus  the  objectives  reached  and  the  target 
ahead. 


I trust  this  report  will  assist  in  evaluating  your 
Council's  work  in  relation  to  duties  which  include  improve- 
ment of  housing  conditions,  safeguarding  food  supplies  from 
contamination,  ensuring  wholesome  water  supplies,  improving 
sanitation  and  maintaing  clean  air.  Progress  in  these 
matters  is  fundamental  in  order  to  achieve  a satisfactory 
standard  of  environmental  hygiene. 


